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0. Executive summary 

 

1. Burundi is going through a deep socio-political crisis caused by Pierre 

Nkurunziza desire to remain in power in violation of the Constitution of  

Burundi of  2005 constitution and the Arusha Agreement on Peace and 

Reconciliation in Burundi. Indeed, this agreement allowed the country to enjoy 

a decade of  stability with possibility of none litigations of the past and building 

sustainable peace and development.  

 

2. The violation of the Arusha Agreement widely known  from 2015 is not a new 

matter. Since 2005, the Government headed by ruling CNDD-FDD party  has 

gradually begun to empty the Arusha Agreement of all its content for the 

purpose of burying it permanently. As Thierry Vircoulon well says: "We know 

that since 2015 there is no more democracy and security in Burundi. The 

Arusha Agreement is already dead; the referendum is only the officialisation of 

his death12 ». This referendum is only the finalization of a gradual process of 

closing the democratic space. 

 

3. Since the outbreak of the crisis in April 2015, the international community has 

taken many initiatives to bring peace to Burundi and to protect the civilian 

population against the repression of Pierre Nkurunziza’s regime. All the 

initiatives taken by the United Nations and the African Union were rejected by 

Pierre Nkurunziza, opposing each time national sovereignty to give legitimacy 

to all its drifts. To refuse the inclusive negotiations advocated by the 

international community under the auspices of the East African Community, 

Pierre Nkurunziza has set up an internal process of dialogue that is entirely 

under his control. It is him who "legitimized" the proposals to amend the 

constitution to break the blocs on the limit of five-year each presidential terms, 

two, and remove in the constitution all the provisions of a consociative nature 

from the Arusha Agreement.    

 

4. A general outcry came from a large part of the international community to 

criticize the holding of this referendum. Thus, a few days before the election, 

the President of the African Union Commission Moussa Faki, through 

correspondence to the Mediator in Burundi conflict, asked him to use all 

means at his disposal to prevent the holding of the referendum of May 17, 

2018. According to this correspondence, the unilateral revision of the 

constitution goes against the recommendations for inclusive dialogue 

advocated by the region, the African Union and the Nations and has the 

                                                           
 
2
 Esdras Ndikumana, Referendum in Burundi: Burial of the Arusha Agreement or Popular Will? Https: // 

amp.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20180517-burundi-referendum-accord-arusha-volonte-popular, published on May 17, 
2018 
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potential to have consequences on Burundi and the region as a whole. The 

President of the African Union Commission called on the mediator to assume 

his responsibilities as guarantor of the Arusha Agreement3.  

 

 

In the same vein, all actors and organizations of the international community 

have blasted the holding of this referendum and the unilateral and untimely 

revision of the Constitution. These include the United Nations, the European 

Union, the United States of America and most international non-governmental 

organizations defending human rights. All decided not to send observers.  

 

5. For the same reasons, Burundian civil society organizations 4 took the same 

resolution but decided to monitor the obstruction of freedoms and violations of 

human rights during this process.  

 

6. Investigations carried out show numerous violations of basic human rights  

and freedoms for the citizens  during the electoral referendum period. 

Members of "Amizero y'Abarundi" Coalition were the main victims. 

 

7. In addition to the attacks on liberty and physical integrity, the referendum 

electoral process also resulted in violations of socio-economic rights through 

forced contributions for the referendum and the general elections of 2020. 

Social rights of employees, the right to organize them in Trade Unions, the 

right to decent living conditions have all been undermined by this illegal 

government decision because it is not authorized by the law of finance. 

 

8. The campaign climate was marked by various speeches of intolerance and 

hatred, the most notable being pronounced by President Pierre Nkurunziza 

himself. Indeed, before the launch of the campaign, he had made a 

premonitory speech about what was going to happen by warning that anyone 

who would oppose his project would have a pass for heaven. Other officials of 

his party followed his example. Like Melchiade Nzopfabarushe who said that 

opponents would be thrown into Lake Tanganyika to feed fishes. Even though 

he was arrested and sentenced, admittedly for a light sentence in relation to 

the seriousness of his offense, many continued to say the same thing or worse 

in a more insidious way. 

 

9. To avoid any independent observer, the government made the decision to 

suspend the independent radio stations that were still covering the whole 

country, namely voice of America (VOA) and BBC which all broadcast in 

Kirundi and which would be moreover listened, since the independent radios 

                                                           
3
 Letter of Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairman of the African Union Commission to President Kaguta Yoweri 

Museveni, Addis Ababa, May 10, 2018 
4
 The list of reporting organizations is provided in the appendix. 
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have all been burned and banned. This decision was made two weeks before 

the referendum to be sure that everything would be in camera, away from 

prying eyes. 

 

10. The organizations author of this report usually makes periodic reports, each 

on its preferred theme. But this is not a sum of these reports which are also 

regularly communicated to the public and available on websites of the 

respective organizations. 

 

11. The report is the result of a synergistic monitoring work which aims essentially 

at a double objective. On one hand, it is a question of describing, commenting 

and analyzing the most salient violations documented around the 

constitutional referendum as a specifically challenged major event, organized 

in a crisis situation and which will profoundly affect the socio-political life of the 

country. On the other hand, it is about combining efforts and speaking with 

one voice so that the region, the United Nations and other key partners know 

that we cannot wait to take necessary measures for Burundi before it is too 

late. 

12. Authors of this report note that beyond the evidence that is already ostentatious, 

Pierre Nkurunziza regime has already met all the conditions for establishment of a 

totalitarian regime with the risk of committing serious mass crimes against those who 

are considered opponents. The warning signs are already there. These include the 

creation, military training, arming, and maintenance, official support of a militia that 

currently supplants all the military, judicial and administrative institutions of the 

country:  Imbonerakure militiamen. In addition, there are hate speeches distorted by 

the country's authorities, headed the President, including public calls for killing 

opponents and other enemies of the country or through spread sneaky messages. 

Also, a certain dehumanization of Tutsis is in progress, they are called "MUJERI", 

that is to say "slim and despicable stray dogs" are other signs that do not lie and that 

are precursors of the risks of genocide whose ingredients have been put in place. As 

the Burundian army has been divided, Tutsi military, both humiliated and persecuted, 

will not be able to become the intended bulwark in the Arusha Agreement to protect 

the minority. Most of the army, supposed to be professional and republican, watches 

the crimes committed by the regime, including in its ranks, paralyzed. 

In front of all the foregoing, the organizations that made up this joint monitoring report 

formulated the following recommendations: 

To the Government of Burundi: 

a. To release all political and opinion prisoners without conditions; 

b. Agree to negotiate without preconditions with political opponents in the interest 

of a common future shared by all Burundians; 

c. Cease all forms of persecution against opponents or other citizens as such; 
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d. Stop the intimidation orchestrated by Imbonerakure against the population 

throughout the country in general and in schools and universities 

environments in particular. 

To the East African Community: 

a. Note its inability to help Burundians emerge from the current crisis and call   

the African Union and the United Nations for more concrete and binding joint 

efforts to the Bujumbura regime; 

b. Take significant measures to stop supporting a totalitarian regime, responsible 

for serious and massive human rights violations, and put pressure on this 

regime, including through a targeted economic embargo to agree to participate 

in inclusive negotiations; 

c. Strictly observe international conventions on the reception and protection of 

Burundian refugees in various EAC countries; 

To the African Union and the United Nations: 

a. Implement the responsibility to protect Burundian people, victims of repression 

and mass atrocities; 

b. Establish a permanent framework for monitoring human rights violations in 

Burundi and support all international mechanisms mandated for this purpose; 

c. Support the International Criminal Court in its work of investigating and 

prosecuting perpetrators of crimes to end impunity in Burundi; 

d. In collaboration with the EAC countries, take economic sanctions as well as 

individual sanctions against the Burundian authorities to bring the regime to 

accept  negotiation without preconditions; 

e. Withdraw elements of the Burundian National Defense Forces (NBDF) from all 

UN and  African Union peacekeeping operations (PMOs),   in the absence of 

progress in the political process and in the event of continuation of serious 

human rights violations in Burundi;  

 

To the People of Burundi: 

a. Not to give place to the terror erected as Government  mode and to continue 

to testify and to denounce by all means, the slippages committed by the 

regime in place; 

b. To maintain cohesion and never give place to divisionist maneuvers and hate 

speech and ethnic aversion of power and its acolytes.  
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I. Introduction  

In 2014, Pierre Nkurunziza regime failed to revise the constitution due to lack of 

required majority in the parliament. Only one voice had failed to make this change. 

Despite this setback, President Pierre Nkurunziza  did not hesitate to override the 

constitution by running a third five-year term that plunged the country into a serious 

social, economic and political crisis. Since April 2015, the government and its agents 

have killed, tortured, raped, imprisoned and forced thousands of Burundians into 

exile. Persistently, power has obstructed all peaceful means of resolving the crisis, 

especially through inclusive negotiations between all protagonists. 

Since the onset of the crisis, Burundian power has been growing into a progressive 

autarky, developing a rhetoric in which national sovereignty is omnipresent and 

constantly invoked to reject any initiative or report emanating from outside. No one is 

spared including the United Nations. In this context, the populations are frequently 

mobilized and used as a screen to demonstrate the refusal of the nation in relation to 

these initiatives and reports produced by groups or countries that the power qualifies 

as enemies. To crisscross the country and impose terror, the militarized 

imbonerakure militia has become the ultimate instrument of repression, galvanized 

by messages of hatred and ethnocentric division. 

Since 2016, in order to break the efforts of the East African Community, sponsor of 

the inter-Burundian dialogue,, the Burundian regime has set up an Inter-Burundian 

Dialogue Commission (CNDI) chaired by a bishop of the United Methodist Church of 

Burundi, bishop Rev. Justin Nzoyisaba. Based on the conclusions of this dialogue, 

the report of which has never been published, the authorities announced that the 

population wanted the Constitution to be amended in order to blow up, among other 

things, the locks on the limits of the presidential term and other provisions arising 

from the Arusha Agreement. 

Following this, by the Decree No. 100/089 of 12 May 2017, a commission to amend 

the Constitution was set up. Later, an unofficial text circulated on social networks, 

including the proposed amendments to the 2005 constitution. In the end, this text 

never denied will be different from the version communicated by the CENI on its 

official website. 

This report lists and analyzes speeches and human rights violations during the 

constitutional referendum period. Naturally these two aspects are intrinsically linked. 

More precisely, these violations seem to find their legitimacy in a public call to kill 

opponents against the revision of the Constitution, launched by Pierre Nkurunziza. 

This speech was delivered in Bugendana, Gitega Province center of the country, on 

12 December 2017. 
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I.1. Context 

The May 17, 2018 constitutional referendum was held in the wake of the failure of the 

Burundian dialogue led by the mediator and Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, 

assisted by former Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa. The last round of this 

dialogue was held in Arusha from 27 November to 8 December 2017. A political 

agreement was expected by the mediation but the positions of the opposing blocs 

(government and opposition) were irreconcilable. The session was boycotted by 

opposition leaders in exile, including CNARED, and the independent civil society, in 

exile. 

President Nkurunziza, whose multiple blockages contributed to this failure, launched 

the campaign on constitutional referendum on 12 December 2017. This is to break 

the last lock that prevents him from seeking a new term in 2020 while litigation on the 

third term is not yet emptied. There is no doubt about the vote on this project in view 

of the terror that has been created. President Pierre Nkurunziza will remain in power 

for 14 years until 2034. 

Despite the recommendations of the Burundian opposition and the international 

community not to tarnish this unilateral referendum, President Pierre Nkurunziza 

turned a deaf ear by pursuing his plan. To avoid embarrassing witnesses, he banned 

the independent foreign media covering the country, BBC and Voice of American 

from broadcasting. Those also broadcasting in Kirundi would attract more and more 

audience, as all independent local radios have been destroyed and banned since 

mid-May 2015. 

All the bodies usually having the mandate to observe elections abstained. This 

means that no independent observer has been deployed on the ground. 

In this context, and in a process neither free nor transparent, with voters subjected to 

terror, Burundian civil society has not appointed observers either or neither?. On the 

other hand, it decided to observe human rights violations during this consultation. 

The purpose of this report is to provide comments on the various violations that 

occurred during the referendum process held on 17 May 2018.     

  

I.2 A constitutional revision tailored to the interests of one person: Pierre 

Nkurunziza 

While litigation born by Pierre Nkurunziza’s third-term has plunged the country into a 

deep crisis with characteristics that we know in terms of massive violations of human 

rights, Pierre Nkurunziza, by deciding to break the lock of terms, has risked to drag 

Burundi into a more serious crisis to satisfy its own interests. 

The controversial decision to seek a third term was taken by Pierre Nkurunziza while 

several debates were held on its legality. On the side of the government, several 

reasons were put forward, notably the fact that for his first term, he had been elected 
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by indirect universal suffrage and not directly by the population. But this mode of 

presidential election was well envisaged by the Constitution, and did not alter in any 

way the prerogatives of head of the State which he exercised fully during his first 

mandate, from 2005 to 2010. 

The constitutional court supposed to rule on this legality has come under strong 

pressure from the government to force it to decide in the direction desired by Pierre 

Nkurunziza. The vice-president of this court had to resign and go into exile after 

denouncing the pressures and threats to which the members had been subjected to. 

Right after the outbreak of the crisis, the heads of state of the East African countries 

had seized their ministers of justice to give their opinion on this issue. Their response 

was clear, both the constitution and the Arusha Agreement limited presidential terms 

to two5.   

Moreover, when President Pierre Nkurunziza took an oath almost secretly, on August 

20, 2015 for a third disputed mandate, Pierre Nkurunziza Pierre declared that he 

would exercise his last presidential term, which he considered the second. In 

addition, he had promised the heads of state of the East African Community not to 

stand for a fourth term6.  

In addition, through the communiqué of the Urgent Summit of Heads of State of the 

East African Community on the situation of Burundi of 6 July 2015 in Dar Es Salaam, 

on point 5.C, it is stated that "Whichever political party wins the presidential elections 

and all other political parties commit to uphold the Arusha Peace and Reconciliation 

Agreement and commit to the Constitution of Burundi in accordance with the terms of 

the Arusha Agreement". 

Although the position of the EAC could not be constant and decided on the crisis 

prevailing in Burundi, it is clear that since 2015, this community had warned anyone 

would amend the constitution to challenge the presidential term limits and the Arusha 

Peace and Reconciliation Agreement. 

In order to reinforce his position within his CNDD-FDD party, Pierre Nkuruziza was 

named as "Supreme Eternal Guide" and thus justified his ambition to stay in power. 

With the new draft of constitution, all consociative aspects are removed . The 

presidential term will go from 5 to 7 years, after a reset of counters to zero in 2020. 

President Pierre Nkurunziza can therefore remain in power until at least 2034. 

The draft constitution presented to the vote on May 17 devotes an absolute 

presidential power. The president will be the only chief on board, with a prime 

minister who will coordinate the government team by executing the president's 

decisions and policies. He/she can be removed at the pleasure of the president 

                                                           
5
 East African Community, Report of the meeting, Meeting of the attorneys general, ministers of justice and 

constitutional affairs, Arusha, 15
th

 May, 2015. 
6
 http://m.dw/com/en/burundai-Nkurunziza-tells-eac-hellèquit-after-3-terms/a-18435582 

 

http://m.dw/com/en/burundai-Nkurunziza-tells-eac-hellèquit-after-3-terms/a-18435582
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alone.  A chef of cabinet, then. In addition, only the party that won the elections will 

be represented in the government. 

The system of two vice-presidents will be repealed. The first vice-president, who in 

the old constitution had to ensure a certain balance, being of different ethnic origin 

from that of the president, would have no power. He will be there to do figuration. 

The power of the parliament already reduced will be even more so. Simple laws will 

be passed by an absolute majority, whereas in the 2005 constitution, two-thirds of the 

votes was required.  

I.3 Imbonerakure militias trained and galvanized to kill 

Some facts during the period around the constitutional referendum highlight the risk 

of serious mass crimes including genocide that could simultaneously target Tutsi and 

political opponents in Burundi, as distilled in many cryptic messages propagated 

under the coat and even publicly in the country. 

According to a joint report of FIDH and Ligue ITEKA, a crackdown on genocidal 

dynamics is under way in Burundi.     

 

According to this report, testimonies collected by FIDH and Ligue Itaka confirm the 

radicalization and extremely worrying excesses of the regime: the ethnicization of the 

crisis; the use of propaganda based on an ethnic ideology, which equates opponents, 

civil society members, journalists, and Tutsi to enemies of the regime that have be to 

be eliminated; prosecution of mass crimes behind doors; the use of the elite units 

and militias to suppress opponents; the breakdown of cooperation with the United 

Nations and the withdrawal of Burundi from the International Criminal Court(ICC)”7 

During the period under review, several factors reinforce the hypothesis of the 

possibility of mass crimes whose precursors are visible. 

Among these factors is the fact that Imbonerakure militiamen created by CNDD-FDD 

have the full and official support of Pierre Nkurunziza and the ruling party. From an 

ideological point of view, Pierre Nkurunziza has publicly stated that his "god is an 

Imbonerakure". On the other hand, we know that these militiamen are doing military 

training and that they have received firearms. 

More and more, the imbonerakure militiamen are now supplanting all state security 

institutions, the army, police, justice and administration. It has acquired all powers to 

arrest, impose fines, intervene in the management of public order and kill with 

impunity. This will be reinforced with Article 50 of the draft Constitution which states 

                                                           
7
 https://www.fidh.org/fr/regions/afrique/burundi/burundi-une-repression-aux-dynamiques-genocidaires, 15 

novembre 2016. 

https://www.fidh.org/fr/regions/afrique/burundi/burundi-une-repression-aux-dynamiques-genocidaires
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that "no Burundian can be extradited". This is an attempt to shield criminals in the 

service of power from prosecution. 

In terms of its modus operandi, its organization and the support it receives from the 

power and its ideology, there are many similarities with the Interahamwe militias that 

participated in Rwanda genocide of Tutsi of 1994. The same as, speeches of 

intolerance and hatred that are very similar to those uttered before the genocide 

against Tutsis in Rwanda in 1994. 

Indeed, many speeches of ethnic hatred and killings of "enemies" are pronounced 

and assumed publicly by the high authorities of the country. The last one in date 

which was the most diffused is that pronounced by Melchiade Nzopfabarushe In this 

case, in the face of general disapproval, the state authorities have pretended to be 

different, whereas in general the spread of this type of hate messages enjoys total 

impunity. The example comes from President Pierre Nkurunziza, in person. 

It should be noted that even in the case of Melchiade Nzopfabarushe, the offense 

charged him8, despite its gravity, was lightly repressed, as it incited the murder of 

political opponents, calling for the murder and throwing them into Lake Tanganyika to 

feed fishes. The Intermediate Court of Bujumbura rural area seized in flagrant 

proceedings sentenced him on April 30, 2018 to a three-year prison sentence when 

Germain Rukuki9, a former finance director of ACAT-Burundi, was sentenced to 32 

years, while he did not commit any offense under the positive law of Burundi. His 

crime being to have been a human rights defender. So, Injustice. 

II. A Referendum campaign characterized by hate speech 

and many human rights abuses. 

The period before and during the campaign for the revision of the Constitution was 

characterized by massive and systematic violations of Burundians' rights and 

freedoms, the most targeted being those who are considered members of the 

political opposition or suspected of wanting to vote or campaign against the draft 

constitution. 

Members of the Imbonerakure militias come first on the list among alleged 

perpetrators of these violations.  

II.1. Intimidation and hate speech 

Since the outbreak of the 2015 crisis, hate speech has become recurrent, the 

ultimate weapon that the regime uses to win the favors of the Hutu majority by 

attempting to create a diversion around the nature of the current crisis. The repetitive 

elements of this speech revert to the risk of returning to power of Tutsi nostalgy of 

                                                           
8
 He was accused of threats to attack people, to raise the alarm in the population by threats of danger to life, 

false rumors of a nature to undermine the internal security of the State, harmful imputations. 
9
 See OMCT and FIDH report on Germain RUKUKI's case. 



P a g e  11 | 24 

 

ancient powers to oppress and kill members of the Hutu majority. The power of 

Pierre Nkurunziza is the ultimate defense against this threat. 

This kind of speech, combined with the existence and militarization of the 

imbonerakure militias, and the increasingly obvious collaboration with the FDLRs 

whose elders Interahamwe committed genocide of Tutsis in Rwanda in 1994, is 

fearing a drift towards serious and massive crimes. 

Without being exhaustive, two emblematic examples of speeches are repeated by 

the rank of their authors and their content, starting with that of President Pierre 

Nkurunziza. 

  . 

II.1.1. Pierre Nkurunziza’s speeches: intolerance and incitement to hatredness 

 

Almost a month before the launch of the referendum on December 12, 2017, 

PierreNkurunziza made his sprit mark in a speech made on November 18, 2018 in 

Cibitoke, during the celebration of the day of the fighter. In this famous speech, he 

announced that "the first imbonerakure is God. Plotting against the Imbonerakure is 

going against the will of God, because God loves children, youth. It's also fighting the 

Cndd-Fdd, because we all at the party, we started as Imbonerakure. " The President 

also expressed his full support for the imbonerakure: "The leaders of your high-level 

party support you in the face of accusations against you. Don't worry, we are and we 

will always be with you! Even more, God, the Almighty, is with you. He is even one of 

you. Dear Imbonerakure, you have the divine fiber10 ! That day the President talked a 

lot about God and heaven. This is how he warned anyone who would be tempted to 

oppose the change of the constitution in these terms: "It's not a game, it's very 

serious, you have to give them a Laisser-passer. We will meet in heaven. " 

This hard line has been confirmed and reinforced in Bugendana. The President 

warned that anyone who dares to oppose the draft constitution will have gone 

beyond the red line. During the campaign for the referendum on May 2, 2018 in 

Gitega, the President's speech was full of threats: "Whether he is Burundian or 

foreign, the one who will get in the way of this election, I tell you, he will have deal 

with God, and God in heaven is witness here. But I know that there are people who 

are deaf to these messages, let them try only. ֡ ֡ 

 The warnings issued in the various messages are aimed at political opponents and 

all those who would be tempted by the refusal to amend the constitution. But some 

messages are also specifically addressed to members of the CNDD-FDD party, 

tempted by the slingshot. This type of message suggests a possible witch hunt even 

after the referendum. 

                                                           
10

 https://www.yaga-burundi.com/2017/12/01/dieu-imbonerakure-deux-notions-incompatibles 
 

https://www.yaga-burundi.com/2017/12/01/dieu-imbonerakure-deux-notions-incompatibles
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II.1. 2. CNDD-FDD executive Melchiade Nzopfabarushe speeches: an incitement 

to unveiled murder suggests a possible witch track even after the referendum 

 

In a meeting with members of Migera's ruling party in Kabezi on 29 April, 2018, his 

native village, Melchiade NZOPFABARUSHE, former deputy Chief civilian Cabinet of 

Pierre Nkurunziza, former vice president of Imbonerakure youth league, who 

occupied at that time the position of administrative and financial director of the Public 

Health Insurance Service, delivered a speech clearly calling for the killing of 

opponents. 

Straightforward, Melchiade Nzopfabarushe said, "If there is an opponent who 

teaches the opposite of what the country wants, we are not together. We will get rid 

of him. We even made boats that we will put in the port of Karonga. We will go down 

to Lake Tanganyika and we will do what we want, especially since fish have become 

rare in the lake. He will be put there and he will go on foot to Congo. We will do this 

all over the country, in each commune and we will make the law of the strongest 

prevail (a Kirundi proverb "uhagarikiwe ningwe aravoma" which literally means that 

who is guarded by a leopard can fetch water11).  

The remarks made by this CNDD-FDD official were quickly relayed by the media and 

social networks and caused a scandal, causing embarrassment of party officials. He 

was arrested in flagrant proceedings, tried and convicted. He has been accused of 

threats to attack people, of alarming the population with threats of danger and false 

rumors likely to undermine the internal security of the State12.   

In fact, his main accusation has been to say out loud what many party officials and 

members of the Imbonerakure militiamen say in a low voice. He was sentenced to 

three years of imprisonment and a fine equivalent to 342 US dollars.  

A low sentence in relation to the seriousness of the offense. This is the first cadre of 

the ruling party condemned for such remarks while several video and audio 

recordings of executives and members of the party and young league move with 

impunity for months on social networks.  

 

 

                                                           
11

 http://igihe.bi/Melchiade-NZOPFABARUSHE-yavuze.html 
12

 http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/melchiade-nzopfabarushe-condamne-a-3-ans-de-prison-ferme-pour-
incitation-a-la-haine/ 
 

http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/melchiade-nzopfabarushe-condamne-a-3-ans-de-prison-ferme-pour-incitation-a-la-haine/
http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/melchiade-nzopfabarushe-condamne-a-3-ans-de-prison-ferme-pour-incitation-a-la-haine/
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II.1.3. MP Leonidas Mukeshimana or CNDD-FDD's standard speech 

 

Speeches and hate messages have become the daily lot of Burundians spread 

insidiously by members of CNDD-FDD and its militiamen. They are reported all over 

the country. Sometimes they are assumed in high and intelligible voices, in public. 

For example, on May 8, 2018, while militants of presidential party were meeting at 

the chief town of Muhuta commune, Rumonge province, deputy Leonidas 

Mukeshimana, elected in the province of Rumonge, took the floor and treated 

supporters of the "NO" of misfortune by warning them that they will be hunted down 

to their last retrenchment.   

II.2. Everyday intimidations 

Since 2015, Burundians live in unqualifiable terror either to join the ruling party or to 

silence them. Many acts of humiliation have become the daily lot of many Burundians 

who are not members of the ruling party. However, even members are not at all 

immune to arbitrariness. 

These intimidations are currently erected in the mode of governance or de facto 

control of all resources by a handful of persons around Pierre Nkurunzizarelying on 

the Imbonerakure militiamen and some known elements of the defense and security 

forces. 

In the framework of referendum, to ensure that all Burundians of voting age were to 

do so, the possession of the registration receipt was systematically imposed on every 

citizen, the systematic control being done by the Imbonerakure. Thus, pressures of 

all kinds were exerted notably in public places including markets, roads, high schools 

and colleges. High school students were thus dismissed from their schools until they 

had registered. This situation has been regularly reported but has not been subject to 

any intervention by the political authorities to put an end to it. Especially since we 

know that participation in the elections is a right and not an obligation and this under 

Burundian law. 

In addition to intimidation and threats, many arrests were made during this period. 

According to Aimé Magera, spokesman for FNL party, wing led by Agathon Rwasa, 

at least 130 activists of Amizero y'Abarundi Coalition were the subject of illegal 

arrests during the election campaign13 which ended two days before the the 

referendum of May 17, 2018. In turn, Hon. Agathon Rwasa, President of the Coalition 

Amizero y'Abarundi, in his statement made public the day after the referendum, lists 

multiple violations of the rights and freedoms of its members and denounces the 

climate of intolerance and impunity that is promoted by the party in power. 

In several parts of the country where the Amizero y'Abarundi Coalition's propaganda 

campaign took place, policemen or people in police uniform were seen taking 

                                                           
13

 Statement made through the program "Agateka kawe" of the Radio Inzamba, May 15, 2018. 
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pictures of the participants in the campaign. Subsequently, some of these were 

arrested by agents of the National Intelligence Service (SNR) in complicity with 

Imbonerakure. 

Across the country, a climate of widespread terror and attacks on citizens' freedoms 

has been established with the involvement of all state organs, including justice. The 

latter turned a blind eye when it was not used as a tool of repression, participating in 

some places to endorse the regime's game of systematically maltreating opponents 

including imprisonment and unjustified convictions. 

 

II.3. Forced contributions to elections in total illegally 

Forced contributions are justified by an order of 11 December 2017 signed jointly by 

the Minister of Internal affairs and Patriotic Training and Minister of Finance. It was 

through it that was decided to impose forced contributions, so-called voluntary, to 

finance 2020 elections. In addition to the very contestable modalities of its 

implementation, several elements demonstrate the illegal nature of this decision. 

 

This joint decree violates the Basic Law which, in its article 159, makes it clear that 

public finance falls within the scope of the law and that only the parliament is 

competent to legislate in any matter relating to public finances. Two ministers 

therefore do not have the prerogatives to legislate in lieu and place of parliament. 

 

Moreover, unless the state has declared bankruptcy, which is not the case today, 

public charges cann’t be financed by voluntary contributions. The government of 

Burundi has ignored this principle and is seeking to replenish its coffers in an opaque 

manner because the amounts required and their management methods have never 

been specified. 

 

In fact, the contributions collected are not provided anywhere in the Finance Act and 

no management, control or accountability mechanism has been put in place. In 

addition, the 2020 election budget has not been published by either the government 

or the "independent" electoral commission and the amounts of the contributions 

recorded in the decree are only lump sum and parachuted without calculation basis 

or reference. 

 

In addition, given the high level of corruption and financial malpractice in the country, 

the use of funds collected will depend on the sole discretion of the President of the 

Republic. There is a high risk that these amounts are used in different ways to 

reinforce tyranny and repression to silence any discordant voices. 
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II.4. Major cases of violence and other human rights violations during the 

campaign and referendum 14 

During this period, several violations were reported by both local and international 

NGOs as well as independent media. The cases listed are not exhaustive. Similarly, 

it could not be said, for the moment, that all crimes are all linked to referendum fever. 

Overall, most of these violations are state crimes perpetrated with impunity by 

elements of the Imbonerakure militiamen, the defense and security forces and   SNR. 

The quarterly report of Iteka League, valid from January to March 2018, mentions 63 

cases of murdered persons, including 54 cases of torture, 15 cases of gender-based 

violence, 488 arbitrary arrests and 9 cases of disappeared persons. 

As for the quarterly report of the SOS-Torture Campaign 15 made public on May 3, 

2018 and covering the first quarter of 2018, lists 26 murders, 26 cases of torture, 226 

arbitrary arrests, 29 illegal arrests, 15 cases of forced disappearances and 10 

attempt assassinations. In all these cases, the main victims are mainly members of 

political opposition parties, and in particular FNL militants loyal to Agathon Rwasa. 

For the month of March alone, the reports of the NGO ACAT-Burundi, Ligue ITEKA 

and APRODH mention dozens of people killed. 

APRODH report also mentions three cases of rape and gender-based violence 

during the month of March 2018.   

Humura magazine of African Public Radio16 who noted some emblematic cases of 

climate of terror maintained in the country during the period preceding the 

referendum until May 15, 2018, reported several facts noted below. 

On February 11, 2018, the administrator of BUSONI commune, KIRUNDO province 

decided to prevent from going about their activities people who have not yet 

registered for the electoral role. In the neighboring commune of Kirundo, dated 17 

February 2018, the administrator gave to Imbonerakure the order to block the road 

and anyone who did not yet have a receipt was not allowed to drive. 

In the province of Kayanza, even to go to cultivate in one's own field or going to the 

market, everyone had to prove their registration to the electoral role, otherwise 

intimidation sometimes followed by acts of violence followed to force all citizens to be 

enlisted. 

                                                           
14

 The indexes were extracted from the reports of ACAT-Burundi, SOS-Torture, Ligue ITEKA, INZAMBA and 
Humura newspapers, SOS Médias and other sources of information including some communications on social 
networks. 
15

 http://sostortureburundi.over-blog.com/2018/05/rapport-trimestriel-sur-la-situation-des-droits-de-l-
homme-au-burundi.html  
16

 Journal of Humura Burundi Magazine of May 15, 2018. 

http://sostortureburundi.over-blog.com/2018/05/rapport-trimestriel-sur-la-situation-des-droits-de-l-homme-au-burundi.html
http://sostortureburundi.over-blog.com/2018/05/rapport-trimestriel-sur-la-situation-des-droits-de-l-homme-au-burundi.html
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In the provinces of MWARO, BUJUMBURA, CIBITOKE, RUMONGE, KAYANZA and 

MUYINGA, members of SAHWANYA FRODEBU Party have been specifically 

targeted and have suffered acts of violence by the Imbonerakure militiamen. 

MSD members also paid for this terror campaign. Forty of them were tortured and 

several dozens were forced into exile. 

At the end, the reality is that this campaign of terror has affected all provinces of the 

country, taking various forms, ranging from intimidation, to obstacles on the freedoms 

until the assassinations.    

II.5. Simon BIZIMANA’s murder: an emblematic case of peaceful resistance 

and repression 

This young citizen of Cendajuru was murdered for refusing to register in elections on 

the basis of his religious belief. 

Simon BIZIMANA died at CANKUZO hospital on March 18, 2018, when he was 35 

years old. A month earlier, exactly on February 14, 2018, he had been arrested by 

Gisoro Hill Chief Marc Nimpa and interrogated on his knees in front of Cendajuru 

chief police station. He was then taken to a wood plantation and beaten with a 

"concrete iron" and his Bible by the administrator of Cendajuru Béatrice Nibaruta17.   

The next day, after another session of torture by the administrator of Cendajuru, the 

blood flowing from the nostrils and ears, the young man was taken to the provincial 

center by  SNR provincial manager in Cankuzo Bonaventure Niyonkuru. Before 

entering the SNR leader's vehicle, the young man just had time to shout to his wife: 

"Yudita wanje, nsabira ikigongwe bandekure" (My dear Judith, ask forgiveness for 

me so that they release me) . He will never see Cendajuru again. 

The death of Simon Bizimana came after interrogations and arbitrary detention in 

Cankuzo, without medical care despite being in a critical health condition. On March 

14, 2018, having already lost consciousness, he was taken to Cankuzo Hospital by 

policemen and died three days later. 

In this regard, IWACU press group carried out a detailed investigation into the 

responsibility of the police and administrative authorities in this crime18.  

The NGO APRODH also gives details about the disappearance of Simon Bizimana in 

troubled conditions 19, while he was in the hands of authority. FOCODE also 

conducted an investigation into the case of Simon Bizimana 20. 

                                                           
17

 http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/a-tous-les-petits-simon-1/  

18
 http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/enquete-mort-de-simon-lhomme-…/ 

  
19

 reports and publications of the NGO APRODH are available on the website: http://www.aprodhasbl.org  
20

 
 
 FOCODE reports and declarations can be consulted on the website: www.focode.org ; www.ndondeza.org  

http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/a-tous-les-petits-simon-1/
http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/enquete-mort-de-simon-lhomme-qui-refusait-de-voter/
http://www.aprodhasbl.org/
http://www.focode.org/
http://www.ndondeza.org/
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 II.6. Intimidation and violations of civil liberties during the referendum 

campaign 

The period preceding the constitutional referendum of 17 May 2018 was 

characterized by several limitations on the rights and freedoms arbitrarily imposed on 

citizens in general and on political opposition activists in particular.  

 ITEKA ligue21 has listed various violations in the report number 110 from 07 to 13 

May 2018 which are recalled bellow: .   

 On May 12, 2018, in Kigwena zone, Rumonge commune and province, 

economic activities related to fishing were disrupted by the chief zone, named 

Frida, to force the population to pick electoral cards. 

 On May 7, 2018, militants of FNL wing of Agathon Rwasa who were going to 

participate in the sensitization meeting to vote "NO" in constitutional 

referendum were stuck in the hills near the urban center of Cankuzo. 

Governor Désiré Njiji would have ordered transporters not to bring activists 

loyal to Agathon Rwasa from the communes to town of Cankuzo province. 

 On May 13, 2018, around 5 pm, motorcade of Agathon Rwasa of Amizero 

y'Abarundi coalition was targeted by young Imbonerakure in Buhiga zone and 

commune. The motorcade came from Karuzi town and went to Buhiga to hold 

a compaign. 

 On May 11, 2018, in Mabanda commune of Makamba province, residents of 

Mabanda commune town were terrorized by CNDD-FDD youth during the 

referendum campaign of the ruling party. According to local sources, slogans 

hostile to the opposition were sang by these young people armed with clubs. 

Roads were blocked during the meeting by these young people while the 

police were present without any reaction. 

 On May 12, 2018, in Rusaka commune, Mwaro province, FRODEBU party 

campaign was disrupted. Donatien Bihumugani, party chairman in this 

commune was arrested around 1; 00 PM by Rusaka municipal police 

commissioner accompanied by the head of SNR of the same province. 

According to sources on the field, Donatien Bihumugani was accused of 

distributing leaflets on which "NO" was written. Around 2 pm of the same day, 

he was released having demonstrated that he had the permission of the 

communal administration for the referendum campaign of May 13, 2018. 

Militants had to conduct referendum campaign in the middle of the road 

because the administrator had not granted a place for the meeting. 

 

On May 9, 2018, Imbonerakure youths conducted a patrol in the town of Bururi 

province in search of the delegation of "Amizero y'Abarundi" coalition  that  

                                                           
21

 Ligue Iteka is the oldest NGO in the defense of human rights in Burundi. It publishes weekly monitoring 
reports on human rights violations in Burundi.   
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came for the campaign of May 10, 2018, with objective of intimidating them. 

According to sources on the spot, the president of this coalition denounced the 

behavior of these young Imbonerakure who threatened and prevented some 

militants of this coalition to go to the Kabuye stadium to listen to the speech of 

Agathon Rwasa.   

 

On May 12, 2018, in the town of Gihogazi commune, Karuzi province, Imbonerakure 

commanded by their communal leader named Rénovat circulated in the trading 

center of Gihogazi giving a warning to mototaximan  that anyone who will participate 

in the propaganda of coalition "Amizero y'Abarundi "represented by Agathon Rwasa 

or will transport a member of this coalition, will be severely corrected and his 

motorcycle confiscated. According to local sources, this has caused panic among this 

group whose members earn their living only through the paid transportation of 

people. 

On May 13, 2018, during the campaign conducted on Bisha hill, Makamba zone, 

Rusaka commune, Mwaro province, Athanase Mpawenayo, communal 

representative of CNDD-FDD party informed the population that from May 15, 2018, 

the night security will be provided by Imbonerakure trained for this purpose and 

throughout the country. He said that whoever will be caught campaigning to vote 

"NO" in the referendum will be corrected by these Imbonerakure before bringing him 

to the nearest police. 

In the morning of May 8, 2018, on Nyamugari hill, Buhinyuza zone, Buhiga 

commune, Karuzi province, five houses owned by Jean Ndayisaba, Isidore 

Bigirimana, Mireille, Alexis and Romuald, all of Tutsi ethnic group found blood spilled 

on their verandas, except at Mireille's, where the blood had been put on its fence. 

The population of this locality has accused Imbonerakure who make rounds and 

night patrols. No investigation has been initiated although the families concerned 

have seized the administrative and police authorities. 

On May 9, 2018, at Rwingoma hill, Buhiga zone and commune, Karuzi 

province,during the compaign organized by CNDD-FDD party, Buhinyuza zone 

leader Félix Nkerandanga told the population that he or she who will dare to vote 

"NO" will have chosen black as a curse and will immediately be a candidate for death 

that may occur that day when he arrives at home. 

According to reports published monthly by the “ Réseau des Citoyens Probes (RCP) 

on public demonstrations and other events, several incidents sparked the referendum 

period22. As an illustration, the February 2018 report indicates that during 10 days of 

voter registration, the population was abused by the administrative authorities and 

                                                           
22

   January Report 2018:: http://rcpburundi.org/IMG/pdf/Rapport%20du%20mois%20de%20Janvier%202018.pdf 
February Rapport  2018 : http://rcpburundi.org/nouvelles/article/rapport-des-manifestations-publiques-et-autres-
evenements-du-mois-de-fevrier 
March Rapport  2018: http://rcpburundi.org/burundi/article/rapport-des-manifestations-publiques-et-autres-
evenements-du-mois-de-mars-2018 

http://rcpburundi.org/IMG/pdf/Rapport%20du%20mois%20de%20Janvier%202018.pdf
http://rcpburundi.org/nouvelles/article/rapport-des-manifestations-publiques-et-autres-evenements-du-mois-de-fevrier
http://rcpburundi.org/nouvelles/article/rapport-des-manifestations-publiques-et-autres-evenements-du-mois-de-fevrier
http://rcpburundi.org/burundi/article/rapport-des-manifestations-publiques-et-autres-evenements-du-mois-de-mars-2018
http://rcpburundi.org/burundi/article/rapport-des-manifestations-publiques-et-autres-evenements-du-mois-de-mars-2018
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youth imbonerakure who forced them to enlist forcibly.Finally, SOS-Torture, in its 

weekly report from 05 to 12 May 2018 states that "The attacks on opposition activists 

reported in recent weeks, including those on FNL party faithful to Agathon Rwasa, 

have not decreased intensity. At least twenty-three (23) militants of this party were 

victims of beatings, torture and arbitrary arrests in different localities. Most of the 

victims were attacked by members of imbonerakure militiamen on their return from 

Amizero y'Abarundi coalition meetings (of which the FNL is founder), the coalition 

having decided to fight for the "no" campaign for the referendum ". 

III. Organization of 17 May 2018 vote and counting 

Despite the climate of intimidation and terror, a significant section of the population 

opposed to the holding of the referendum and the revision of the Constitution, was 

able to defeat fear and unexpectedly braved these constraints to participate in 

meetings organized by RWASA Agathon on behalf of AMIZERO Y'ABARUNDI 

Coalition. 

All this despite a strong debate between the proponents of the total boycott and 

those of a campaign to fight and vote for the NO. 

Without entering into this highly controversial debate, AMIZERO coalition was able to 

organize demonstrations, certainly strongly supervised by imbonerakure militiamen 

and the police and especially constrained by the general climate of terror, forcing the 

power to open spaces that one believed totally locked. 

This was possible despite the fact that the referendum was held in camera. Without 

any observer and independent medias closed. 

The synergy of medias organized by the Government of Burundi was a travesty to 

the extent that the few supposedly independent medias were excluded or led to play 

a role of accompaniment of the  Burundi  National Radio-Television (RTNB) which 

filtered the information to broadcast. 

Outside the country, Germany and Canada took the decision to ban the holding of 

the constitutional referendum on their territories considering that the referendum was 

not credible and that it was organized against the background of violations of 

fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens. 

III.1 Serious and notorious irregularities that remove credibility from the 17 

May 2018 vote  

 

 The referendum organised on May 17, 2018 was tainted by serious 

irregularities that make the referendum consultation lose all credibility by its 

lack of freedom and transparency and following the notorious violence on 

opponents. 
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 Here below are some examples of shortcomings and irregularities that tainted 

the vote: 

 Since the enlistment for elections also concerned young people who are now 

sixteen (16) years old, considering that they will be 18 years old in the 2020 

elections, no concrete mechanism has been implemented for them to ensure 

that these young people did not vote on May 17, 2018; 

 At almost every polling station, Imbonerakure were on hand to intimidate, 

influence the vote and prevent those who wanted to vote NO from doing so; 

 In some polling stations, it was Imbonerakure who decided to vote instead of 

voters, especially if they could not read or write or were very old; 

 selective treatment of voters voting in places other than those of residence for 

professional or other reasons depending on whether they were expected to 

vote for or against the revision of the Constitution; 

 In many parts of the country, segments of the population were prevented from 

voting because they were known to be members of Amizero y'Abarundi 

Coalition; 

 Voters were followed to the voting booths and some saw their ballots torn 

apart when they voted "no"; 

 A change or a reversal of ballot boxes by polling stations and inappropriate 

mentions on the ballot boxes with the aim of influencing the vote; 

 Systematically, the delegates regularly accredited by CENI on behalf of 

Amizero y'Abarundi Coalition were prevented from having access to the 

polling stations in order to attend the counting of votes and put their 

countersignature to the minutes; 

 Members of the polling stations did not have sufficient equipment including a 

distinctive dress. In n most cases, members of polling stations did not bear 

distinctive signs; 

 At several polling stations, the voting booths were made out of makeshift 

boxes and did not guarantee discretion in the choice of the vote; 

 Most observers of the political opposition were arrested on the day before 

election or on election day and RUMONGE province appears to have broken 

the record in this kind of persecution and some have being either object of 

torture or forced disappearance; 

 The election was not competitive because the No supporters were abused by 

Imborerakure militiamen before, during and after the vote; 

 The results of the vote do not reflect the wishes expressed by the voters 

because the proxies of the no supporters, namely Amizero y'Abarundi were 

prevented access to the polling stations to attend the counting of votes and 

affix their votes. countersigning on  minutes; 

 Finally, the draft constitution having been made public late, the vote expressed 

by the voter is a text whose voters were unaware of the content, thus altering 

the usefulness and sincerity of the vote. 
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 Concerning the counting, only non-official information circulated on the social 

networks since CENI made official communication neither on the provisional 

results nor on the date of proclamation of provisional results until 21/05 / 2018. 

III.2 Position of the political opposition which participated in the referendum 

Through respective communiqués of the President of Amizero y'Abarundi Coalition, 

the spokesperson of this coalition and the spokesman of FNL belonging to Agathon 

Rwasa converge on the seriousness of the irregularities that tainted the referendum 

vote. They are protesting against violence and persecutions orchestrated against 

members of the coalition as well as the proxies who did not have access to the 

polling stations. According to the statements of these politicians, CENI is asked to 

reorganize a credible poll and reserve the right to challenge the results by 

appropriate means. However Agathon Rwasa asked his followers to remain calm and 

serene. 

IV. Conclusion and Recommendations 

In conclusion, the rule of law, the path of democracy and political pluralism, civic 

space, cohabitation and peaceful coexistence of Burundians, economic boom, 

resumption of normal relations with the international community,  political and 

physical survive of Minority , respect for minorities, these are aspects that are 

questioned and endangered by the recent revision of the Constitution. 

As confirmed by most positions expressed by several countries like the United 

States, Germany and others, the referendum held on 17 May 2017, behind closed 

doors, is not credible. It is done in the interest of the ruling party, if not that of a 

person, to favor an absolute power. And this without consulting the forces that matter 

in the country, by overlooking the inclusive negotiations initiated by the East African 

Community with the support of the international community. 

The questioning of Arusha Peace Agreement poses enormous risks for the country 

and the region. The already precarious peace since 2015, cannot be saved for a long 

time and the country can only continue to sink in a multiform regress, physical, moral 

and in all sectors. 

 

In view of all the foregoing, the organizations that make up this joint monitoring report 

make the following recommendations: 

  To the Government of Burundi: 

 

e. To release all political and opinion prisoners without conditions; 

f. Agree to negotiate without preconditions with political opponents in the interest 

of a common future shared by all Burundians; 
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g. Cease all forms of persecution against opponents or other citizens as such; 

h. Stop the intimidation orchestrated by Imbonerakure against the population 

throughout the country in general and in schools and universities 

environments in particular. 

To the East African Community: 

d. Note its inability to help Burundians emerge from the current crisis and call   

the African Union and the United Nations for more concrete and binding joint 

efforts to the Bujumbura regime; 

e. Take significant measures to stop supporting a totalitarian regime, responsible 

for serious and massive human rights violations, and put pressure on this 

regime, including through a targeted economic embargo to agree to participate 

in inclusive negotiations; 

f. Strictly observe international conventions on the reception and protection of 

Burundian refugees in various EAC countries; 

To the African Union and the United Nations: 

f. Implement the responsibility to protect Burundian people, victims of repression 

and mass atrocities; 

g. Establish a permanent framework for monitoring human rights violations in 

Burundi and support all international mechanisms mandated for this purpose; 

h. Support the International Criminal Court in its work of investigating and 

prosecuting perpetrators of crimes to end impunity in Burundi; 

i. In collaboration with the EAC countries, take economic sanctions as well as 

individual sanctions against the Burundian authorities to bring the regime to 

accept negotiation without preconditions; 

j. Withdraw elements of the Burundian National Defense Forces (NBDF) from all 

UN and African Union peacekeeping operations (PMOs)  in the absence of 

progress in the political process and in the event of continuation of serious 

human rights violations in Burundi;  

To Burundian People : 

c. Not to give place to the terror erected as Government mode and to continue to 

testify and to denounce by all means, the slippages committed by the regime 

in place; 

a. To maintain cohesion and never give place to divisionist maneuvers and hate 

speech and ethnic aversion of power and its acolytes.  
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Annex: List of reporting organizations: 

1. Action of Christians for the Abolition of Torture (ACAT) is a non-profit 

organization whose mission is the fight for the respect of human dignity, 

especially for the abolition of torture and the death penalty. ACAT-Burundi 

acts for all those who are tortured, detained in inhuman conditions, 

disappeared whatever their origins, political opinions or religious beliefs. 

ACAT-Burundi also includes in its axes the fight against sexual violence. 

www.acatburundi.org 

2. Association for the Protection of Human Rights and Detained Persons 

(APRODH), created in August 2001, has for statutory purposes the defense 

of human rights; the protection of detainees; assistance to victims of torture; 

the organization of training on the prevention and documentation of torture 

cases; organization of listening and counseling sessions for victims and; 

psychosocial and vocational rehabilitation. http://www.aprodh.org 

 

3. The Collective of Lawyers for the Defense of Victims of Crimes of 

International Law Committed in Burundi (CAVIB) is a group of Burundian 

lawyers in exile charged with seizing international mechanisms on behalf of 

victims of serious human rights violations. www.avocatsdesvictimes.org 

 

4. The Burundian Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CB-CPI) was 

created in 2006 to address the inertia and inefficiency of Burundian justice 

and fight against impunity that has become endemic in the country. It is a 

platform of the main human rights organizations in Burundi. http://www.cb-

cpi.org/ 

5. The Civil Society Coalition for Electoral Monitoring (COSOME) has been set 

up for the protection and promotion of human rights, good governance and 

democracy. For several years, the Coalition has done a remarkable job in 

monitoring electoral processes in Burundi. http://www.cosome.bi/ 

 

6. The Forum for Conscience and Development (FOCODE) was created in 

August 2001 by a group of 27 students from all regions and ethnicities. His 

areas of intervention include human rights advocacy, political advocacy and 

responsible citizenship. In April 2016, FOCODE launched "Ndondeza" 

campaign to investigate cases of forced disappearances and help families of 

the disappeared to find their loved ones. www.focode.org, 

www.ndondeza.org 

 

7. The Forum for the Strengthening of Civil Society (FORSC), composed of 

more than 146 organizations, aims at strengthening civil society to promote 

the rule of law, peace and prosperity in Burundi. www.forscburundi.org 

 

 

http://www.aprodh.org/
http://www.cosome.bi/
http://www.forscburundi.org/
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8. The ITEKA league, created in 1991 to the initiative of a group of executives 

from various socio-professional categories (university professors, doctors, 

lawyers, religious, etc.), has the mission of defending and promoting human 

rights, and to prevent their violations. www.ligue-iteka.bi 

 

9.  The probes Citizens Network (RCP) is a non-profit association created in 

2005 and composed of 110 members including students, laureates and 

officials from various public and private universities in Burundi. They work for 

the promotion of good governance, fight against corruption and civic 

education. www.rcpburundi.org 

 

10. SOS-Torture / Burundi is a non-profit organization initiated by human rights 

defenders after the slaughter of 11 and 12 December 2015 in Bujumbura, 

Burundi, which symbolizes the worsening of the socio-political crisis after the 

forcing of President Pierre Nkurunziza to present his controversial candidacy 

for 2015 elections, an awareness was born on the need to systematically 

investigate and denounce abuses committed with cooperation of all peace-

loving Burundians and a return to good governance in the country Burundi 

and the fight against impunity. SOS-Torture / Burundi is a member of SOS-

Torture Network of the OMCT (World Organization Against Torture). 

sostortureburundi.over-blog.com / https: sostortureburundi.org 

 

11. The Burundian Union of Journalists (UBJ) is a union created in October 2009 

by Burundian media professionals with 450 members. Its mission is to 

promote for the solidarity of media professionals in order to obtain better 

working conditions and a legal environment favorable to freedom of the press 

and expression. 
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